
 
 
 
 
Background on The Louisiana Campaign for Tobacco-Free Living: 
 
 
 
Tobacco is the leading cause of death in the United States. Disease related to tobacco use claims over 
435,000 lives each year. In Louisiana, over 6,400 lives are taken annually by tobacco use. Each year, the 
financial burden caused by tobacco use in our state reaches $2.8 billion in direct healthcare costs and 
lost productivity. The toll on the people of Louisiana because of tobacco is staggering; therefore, The 
Louisiana Campaign for Tobacco-Free Living (TFL) is dedicated to countering these deadly effects. TFL 
is working in the spirit of community to put the most innovative approaches in tobacco use prevention and 
cessation to work for Louisiana. TFL is a coordinated statewide effort funded by a 2002 Louisiana state 
tobacco excise tax increase. Using statewide media campaigns and working vigorously to provide the 
information and resources people need, TFL is helping the people of Louisiana live their lives tobacco-
free. Louisiana’s citizens should be free from the tobacco industry’s unfair advertising tactics, free from 
the health effects of secondhand smoke and free from the economic burden tobacco use places on our 
struggling healthcare system.  
 
Ongoing strategic planning sessions with nationally recognized tobacco control planning consultants have 
helped TFL identify and prioritize program goals and objectives. Four goals have been identified: 
 

• Reduction of exposure to secondhand smoke 
• Reduction of tobacco use initiation among youth 
• Promotion of cessation among adult and youth 
• Coordination of efforts statewide 

 
Strategic planning that began with the 2004 TFL Summit continues to prioritize tobacco control efforts in 
regions all across Louisiana. The information gathered is used to constantly guide tobacco control 
initiatives at the state and regional level. It is the responsibility of the TFL Scientific Advisory Board to 
review the plans and make recommendations. The Board, comprised of national tobacco control experts, 
endorses the program goals and makes strategic recommendations. As a result of these careful 
processes, decreasing exposure to secondhand smoke has been selected as the program’s primary 
focus.  
 
TFL’s primary purpose is to end the human suffering inflicted by tobacco. It’s a promise to Louisiana that 
does not end with smokers who lose years of their lives to this dreaded addiction. Secondhand smoke 
exposure causes heart disease, cancer, respiratory problems, low birth weight and sudden infant death—
numerous studies have confirmed it. In fact, each year secondhand smoke kills 3,000 non-smokers 
across the U.S. from lung cancer, and more than 35,000 from heart disease. These lives lost to 
secondhand smoke are far too steep a price to pay. The majority of Louisianians are exposed to 
secondhand smoke every day. About four out of every five people in Louisiana reported that they have 
been exposed to secondhand smoke over the past seven days.  
 
All aspects of the statewide implementation and evaluation of this campaign are coordinated by the core 
staff at the Louisiana Public Health Institute (LPHI), as provided for in a contract with the Louisiana 
Cancer Research Consortium. 



 

 
Background on The Louisiana Public Health Institute: 

 
 
The Louisiana Public Health Institute (LPHI) is an independent 501(c)(3) organization established in 
1997.  It is part of a growing movement of public health institutes in America.  As a primary strategy, LPHI 
creates and fosters collaborative endeavors in the areas of health information, public policy, applied 
research, and community capacity enhancement.  We are dedicated to promoting the health and well-
being of the people of Louisiana through public-private partnerships. 

Our Mission

To plan, develop and deliver a coordinated and evidence-based tobacco use prevention and control 
program that empowers the citizens of Louisiana to change tobacco-related policies affecting their 
personal lives and environments. 
 

 How We Do It

• Promote policy change  
• Compile and disseminate information for informed decision making  
• Enhance community capacity  
• Expand knowledge through applied research  
• Broker creative partnerships  
• Serve as fiscal agent 

 



 
 
 
Secondhand Smoke Facts: 

 
 
Definition 
 

• Secondhand smoke is a mixture of the smoke given off by the burning end of tobacco 
products and the smoke exhaled by smokers.1,2  
   

• Secondhand smoke contains a complex mixture of more than 4,000 chemicals, more 
than 60 of which are cancer-causing agents.1,2 
   

• People are exposed to secondhand smoke in the home, workplace, and in public venues 
such as bars, bowling alleys, and restaurants.3 

 
Health Effects 
  

• Secondhand smoke is associated with an increased risk for lung cancer and coronary 
heart disease in nonsmoking adults.1,2,4  
   

• Young children are particularly susceptible to secondhand smoke and exposure is 
associated with an increased risk for sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS), asthma, 
bronchitis, and pneumonia.1,5 
   

National Estimates 
 

• SHS is the third leading cause of preventable death in the United States. 6 
 

• Annually, an estimated 35,000 nonsmokers die from heart disease and 3,000 
nonsmokers die from lung cancer in the United States as a result of exposure to 
secondhand smoke.6 
   

• An estimated 22% of children are exposed to secondhand smoke in their homes.7   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
Louisiana Tobacco Facts: 
 
 
Adults 
 

• 26.5% of all Louisianians smoke.1 

• Over 6,400 Louisianians die annually from smoking related diseases.2 

• 750 -1250 Louisianians die each year from the effects of secondhand smoke exposure.5 

  

Teens 
 

• 36.4% of Louisiana teens smoke (22.9 % nationally). 2 

• 337,433 Louisiana teens are projected to start smoking. 2 

• Of those teens who start, 107,892 are projected to die from smoking (roughly 1/3). 2 

 

Smoke-Free Policies 
 

• 35% of Louisianians are not protected by smoke-free policies at work. 2 

• 43.3% of Louisianians are not protected by smoke-free policies at home. 2 

• In an average week, more than 80% of Louisiana residents are exposed to secondhand 

smoke.  3

• More than two-thirds of Louisiana residents support smoke-free restaurant policies.3 

 

Healthcare and Medicaid 
 

• Every year, tobacco use costs Louisiana $1.15 billion in direct medical expenditures, 
raising the cost of health insurance for everyone.4 

 
• Smoking costs $1.66 billion in lost productivity in Louisiana.4  
 
• Taxpayers spend $511 per household on smoking-caused government expenditures.4  
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PR Contact Information: 
 
 
Jason Wayne Melancon 
Public Relations Manager 
The Louisiana Campaign for Tobacco-Free Living 
(A Program of The Louisiana Public Health Institute) 
1515 Poydras St. Suite 1200 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70112 
 
Phone: (504) 301-9841 
Cell: (504) 319-1222 
Fax: (504) 301-9801 
Email: jmelancon@lphi.org 
http://www.tobaccofreeliving.org
http://www.lphi.org
 
 
Leslie Doles 
Director of Public Relations 
Keating Magee 
600 Decatur St., 5th Floor 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70130 
 
Phone: (504) 299-7170 
Cell: (504) 442-8983 
Fax: (504) 525-6647 
Email: ldoles@keatingmagee.com
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