[Date]

[Recipient Name]

[Business]
[Address]
Dear [Recipient’s Name],
I recently had the pleasure of visiting [name of business].  Unfortunately, I noticed your establishment still allows smoking even though it is required to be smoke-free by the Louisiana Smoke-Free Air Act (Act 815).   The Louisiana Smoke-Free Air Act became law on January 1, 2007 and it protects workers and the public from secondhand smoke exposure by eliminating smoking in restaurants, schools and most workplaces.  Businesses that do not comply with the Louisiana Smoke-Free Air Act are subject to fines issued by any law enforcement agency.  It is my hope that your establishment will choose to protect its workers and the public from secondhand smoke by making your business smoke-free, publicly posting “no smoking” signs, and removing all ashtrays as required by the Louisiana Smoke-Free Air Act. 
Consider the following facts:
· Seventy-five percent of Louisianans do not smoke and two-thirds think that smoking should not be allowed at all in indoor work areas.
· Opinion poll data released by The Louisiana Campaign for Tobacco-Free Living shows that 81% of Louisiana registered voters polled are in favor of the fact that the Louisiana Smoke-Free Air Act eliminates smoking in all Louisiana restaurants, and 78% are in favor of the fact that the law requires most workplaces to be smoke-free.
· The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) labels secondhand smoke as a “Class A” carcinogen placing it in the same category as asbestos and arsenic.

· Inhaling secondhand smoke immediately increases your risk of developing heart disease.
· Each year, approximately 1,000 people in Louisiana will die from disease and illness related to secondhand smoke exposure.
· Smoking costs $1.91 billion in lost productivity in Louisiana each year.
· The US Surgeon General has concluded that 100% smoke-free policies are the only way to completely eliminate secondhand smoke exposure in the workplace and air cleansing or air filtration systems cannot protect nonsmokers from the toxic chemicals found in secondhand smoke.
· There is no risk free level of exposure to secondhand smoke.

Thank you in advance for choosing to protect your workers, the public, and my family from the harmful effects of secondhand smoke!  If you need more information about how the Louisiana Smoke-Free Air Act affects your business, visit www.tobaccofreeliving.org or call toll-free 1-866-I-AM-4-TFL.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  I look forward to visiting your business again soon.
Sincerely,
